
Westways Parent/Carer Forum – Wednesday 20th October 2021 (1:30pm) 

Present:  School – C.Hollamby, C.Hicks; Parents – 7; Note taker – L.Pocock 

Agenda Items Response Further discussion / Action 

1) Daily routine of a child in Nursery, Activities they 
are encouraged to do and expected role of 
parents. 

 School explained that all parents/carers of 
Caterpillar children receive a booklet when 
joining school which explains all the things that 
happen in nursery, including what the children 
and parents/carers are expected to do. This 
was sent electronically in the summer term, 
owing to Covid-19; there are also answers to 
frequently asked questions.  As it was sent by 
email, school suggested checking in Spam to 
see if it arrived there. 

 School will check ask office staff to ensure any 
parents/carers who have asked will receive a 
new set of these materials. 

 The nursery information booklet has also been 
made available on the school website (click 
here to view) 

2) End of the school day - school website and 
comms says 3.15 but children are regularly in 
the playground by 3.05 

 School explained that reception children spend 
the first half term getting settled into the new 
routines. The children have been coming out 
slightly earlier this half term as the yard is less 
busy, making it easier for them to get used to 
home time procedures (i.e. lining up; locating 
their adult). As the year progresses, the 
children get quicker at putting on coats, etc. 
Teachers have been made aware of the timings 
and are now bringing the children out as close 
to 3:15pm as possible. 

 Additional related item: ‘In the morning, 
sometimes there is no line for the reception 
children and parents think their child is late.’ 

 School described the procedure it follows if 
there is extreme weather during morning drop 
off.  Children are taken into school/their 
classrooms as soon as possible, and are not 
asked to line up. 

 School will send a communication out clarifying 
this procedure. They will also continue to 
reassure parents and carers that just because 
there is no line on those days, does not mean 
their child is late. 

3) The after school clubs and sports provision is 
excellent my child is loving it, thank you. 
 
More creative clubs - Art etc 

 School is really pleased with the provision of 
sporting activity for pupils (all of which is free of 
charge) following the appointment of a PE and 
sport specialist. 

 With regards to clubs other than sports ones, 
school explained that in the interest of staff 
wellbeing over the last 19 months, staff have 
not been expected to offer an extra curricular 
club like they did pre-pandemic. School is 
though hopeful that a more ‘normal’ curricular 
programme can resume in the new year. 

 School added that at present there is a START 
club offered at a cost to Year 2 pupils by an 

 School to enquire if the START club provider 
could offer any additional sessions. 

https://www.westwaysprimary.co.uk/uploads/2020/Files/Nursery%20information%20booklet%202021%20New.pdf
https://www.westwaysprimary.co.uk/uploads/2020/Files/Nursery%20information%20booklet%202021%20New.pdf


external provider – this club combines art and 
science. 

4) Could there be more trees and green space in 
Westways playground? No shade in top 
playground and so much concrete. 

 School agreed that there is a lack of green 
space, therefore the focus is on looking for 
ways in which to enhance the environment that 
is there. For example, school is currently putting 
their efforts into adding markings to the 
playground surfaces to enhance children’s play 
and physical activity. During the summer, 
school had Warwick playground resurfaced 
(following extensive planning) and murals were 
added to the steps on Mona playground and 
The Pod. 

 Shaded areas on the top [Western] playground 
include the seated garden area and next to The 
Pod, where there is an retractable awning. 
School did agree that more shaded areas would 
further improve these spaces – school are 
looking into this for the next calendar year. 

  

5) Update on wildlife garden and planned changes  School’s aim for the Wildlife Garden is for it to 
become more useable as an outdoor learning 
space, as well as more inviting to children and  
easier to maintain. 

 School has encountered difficulty in finding 
landscape gardeners who are even prepared to 
quote for the work.  They would therefore be 
keen for the Westways community to reach out 
and let them know of any landscape gardeners 
interested in this project. 

 

6) Update on head teacher position  Lynn Pocock, chair of governors, explained that 
the governors had been extremely disappointed 
not to have made an appointment last month. 
Following advice from Learn Sheffield, who are 
our school advisors, governors are seeking to 
appoint an Executive Headteacher for two 
terms to be in school as Mrs Fearnehough has 
been, or a full time temporary Headteacher for 
this time. 

 Governors intend to advertise the post again in 
the summer term, hoping for a Christmas 

 Governors to keep up communication with 
parents and carers on the progress regarding 
the headteacher position. 



 

appointment. They are determined to find the 
right person to take on this role rather than filling 
it for the sake of having a headteacher in place.  

 Governors have expressed confidence in and 
given their thanks to the current senior 
leadership team who have coped with Covid-19 
and the loss of one of the team so admirably 
during this year. 


